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Windsor-Gardens Resident: Anna Wright

July 2nd 2014.
Liz Teston: Tell me your name one more time
Anna Wright: Anna Wright 
Liz Teston: Are you from Knoxville?
Anna Wright: Yes, uh huh, from 12 years old until 46. I don’t remember the month it was; I moved to Oak Ridge, out of high school, and I was working. I went out there to work.
Liz Teston: What year were you born?
Anna Wright: I was born January 24, 1923. That makes me 91 years old
Liz Teston: Wow, you look fantastic.
Anna Wright: Thank you, you’re very kind.
Liz Teston: You do. So until you were
Anna Wright: 12 years old we moved to Knoxville. We lived in a little mining town of eastern, south-eastern Kentucky. My father worked in a mining town but he did not work in the mines. He worked in the commissary. He was the meat cutter there.
Liz Teston: What was the name of the town you were born in?
Anna Wright: Closplant, Kentucky. It is 18 miles out of Harlington, Kentucky at the end of the rail. At that time, it was the end of everything, of course the road went in, but it is where the mountains met together.
Liz Teston: What brought your family to Knoxville?
Anna Wright: Why did we move to Knoxville? Well my brother was 14 and I was 12 and there were three more children and my father felt like he wanted to get us where we would get a better education and he felt like for our benefit, it would be good to move to Knoxville. He moved there in... I don’t know whether he bought the little store at that time or not, but he had a small store that he took care of.
Liz Teston: Where was the store?
Anna Wright: It was in Lincoln Park. I went to school there for one year.
Liz Teston: I’m not familiar with Lincoln Park. Where is that?
Anna Wright: That is off of Broadway at Lanic Avenue.  Lanic Avenue goes from where you go under the underpass there off of 75, and it goes through to Broadway.
Liz Teston: I think I know where that is. I live near there.
Anna Wright: I can’t tell you exactly what is there on Broadway now.
Liz Teston: So you lived in Lincoln Park and your Dad had a store.
Anna Wright: Yes. My Dad had a little store close to the railroad there and where the…at the time we had... In Knoxville, we had streetcars, and the streetcars turned around just before you got to the little store there on Chickamauga.
Liz Teston: Oh, yeah.
Anna Wright: You know where I am talking about?
Liz Teston: I do. I live on Elinor Street.
Anna Wright: Do you?
Liz Teston: Near Fourth Street. I think I know where you are.
Anna Wright: And those things have changed haven’t they.
Liz Teston: Yes. So… what a perfect location for a shop, right where the trolley stops.
Anna Wright: Well it wasn’t. I was saying within half a block.
Liz Teston: So do you remember Market Square? 
Anna Wright: I certainly do.
Liz Teston: What were your first, early memories of Market Square? Thinking back.
Anna Wright: Well I can’t tell you my earliest. I remember… my aunt, my mother’s sister had taken me to town, and that’s where we went and had lunch. We had… egg salad, what you call it, and with olives in it and I love olive, egg and olive sandwiches, you know. 
Liz Teston: Yes.
Anna Wright: what I’m talking about, an egg salad sandwich?
Liz Teston: Right.
Anna Wright: I remember that.
Liz Teston: So just the two of you?
Anna Wright: Just the two of us that day.
Liz Teston: How old were you?

Anna Wright: I remember going up to Watson’s many, many times. In fact, I guess we did a lot of buying there. And I remember being on Gay street, going to the different stores there. Course I grew up, all my years was in Knoxville until I graduated and left home. 
Liz Teston: So, what part of Market Square made a big impression on you? Good or bad.
Anna Wright: Well, are you just studying for Market Square? Is that your purpose?
Liz Teston: Well, I am just trying to study that area but if you want to go to the surrounding blocks, that’s fine. Or if the questions are too specific for what you recall then just tell me what you remember about Market Square in general.
Anna Wright: Well that would do some thinking and I don’t think so good anymore. 
Liz Teston: How about this one.
Anna Wright: I haven’t been acquainted with Market Square lately because I haven’t been around. I live in Powell. And I didn’t spend a lot… We didn’t go to town like we used to because of the other areas but I love main Knoxville. I remember going uptown and going shopping and everything. And I do remember Market Square. In fact, we lived on Ailor Avenue. In my later days, we moved from Lincoln Park to that section because, well, because my Dad worked in a store there where the expressway is now. He… One of the men that, one of his friends, went into the service and he left him in charge of his grocery store there close to… well I can’t remember the street. Well I remember but I can’t…
Liz Teston: The name.
Anna Wright: Yeah right now, it’s no longer there because 75 took over. It isn’t called 75 now, but I remember walking over the viaduct there at, let’s see, Western Avenue at, uh, I remember that led plainly to town. Well.
Liz Teston: That’s a long walk to get to town from there.
Anna Wright: And we had a lot of little stores there that was and I can’t say that I remember a lot of the names but I do remember Watson’s, and I loved the way that they’ve changed Market Square, and I love what I have seen, been able to see. But since I lived in the outer part of Knoxville, and up until 51, I lived in Oak Ridge. So I was away from Knoxville because I had a family and I wasn’t inclined to go to town very much. But I used to go to my dentist there on… where the First Baptist church is. On that street.
Liz Teston: I’m going to try to pull up a map.
Anna Wright: Henley? Off of Henley down…
Liz Teston: Down off Church or Main.
Anna Wright: First Baptist Church.

Liz Teston: I’ll look it up.

Anna Wright: It is right up from the river. It is close to Market Square.

Liz Teston: On Hill Avenue.

Anna Wright: I guess it… 
Liz Teston: Maybe

Ann Wright: Yeah, probably.

Liz Teston: That’s what it looks like.

Anna Wright: It’s been a long time ago and I’ve gotten a lot of things from back then... Okay?
Liz Teston: Okay. Most of these questions are about Market Square but maybe you could talk a little bit about… Do you remember why you moved from Knoxville to Oak Ridge? Was it a job opportunity or wanting to leave Knoxville?
Anna Wright: Well I had never really been away from home, and a friend of mine and I had an opportunity to go out there and work at a store. They had one in Knoxville at the time and they built a new out there in Oak Ridge. This was when it was changing from the government to a city of Oak Ridge. In fact, when I moved to Oak Ridge in 46. I hope I said 46 while ago...

Liz Teston: I think you did. 

Anna Wright: They still had the city closed. You had to have a card to get in. It was an opportunity for me to do something different. I was young and I was anxious to get away from home I guess, you know, be on my own, and I moved into a dormitory out there. 

Liz Teston: Okay, that’s interesting. 

Anna Wright: I worked for the telephone company was taken over from the government at that time. I think it was ‘47, ‘48 before they actually took the complete service of the telephone company. It was Southern Bell then, but it used to be a government telephone before. And that’s how come it go. And I did go up to the telephone company and work. That’s how come I’m talking about that. Later on, I quit that job and I was looking for something else and was lucky enough to get on the telephone company.
Liz Teston: Did you work there a long time?

Anna Wright: I worked until I was married. My husband worked for the telephone company, but it was a good experience and I liked it. After my family started coming, I retired to take care of my children.
Liz Teston: How many kids do you have?
Anna Wright: I had six.

Liz Teston: Wow. 

Anna Wright: Yes, I had a big family.

Liz Teston: Just like your own family, your siblings, brothers and sisters.

Anna Wright: Yes, there were five of us. I had three boys and three girls.

Liz Teston: Okay. Wow. Do they live in Knoxville?
Anna Wright: Fortunately they live close by. Most of them do. I’ve got three of them live in Powell. That’s where I lived before I came here. I have one that lives in Oak Ridge and one in Clinton. 

Liz Teston: It was a pleasure to meet you. 

Anna Wright: Well I can’t tell you a great deal about Market Square but I enjoyed being there and going there. It was an experience but…and I knew how to get around then, in Knoxville, but I couldn’t do that much anymore. And it’s changed so much since we have all the…
Liz Teston: Development
Anna Wright: Even like here in Powell now, we have our own little shopping area. And when I speak of Powell, that’s home ‘cause I lived there since 51. Yes. We moved away from Oak Ridge even though my husband’s worked there for 25 years. Then he went to Knoxville. But… Powell is really what I know about, I could tell you a lot about that. (laughter) But of Knoxville, I love uptown, I really do. I love to go up there, to different places, and even though I haven’t had much experience of Market Square because, for the last few years, I haven’t been up there much because I had a lot of sickness before my husband died, and myself too.

Liz Teston: Well that’s fine, thank you for taking the time to meet with me.

Anna Wright: Well I hope that you can get what you want.

Liz Teston: I think so. I’ve had some great conversations today. 

Anna Wright: We had a lot of fun going to town and going to the movies and things when we were young, and riding the street car and going to all the parades that they had and being a part of the town. It’s my place. I love Tennessee. I love Knoxville.
Liz Teston: Do you want to tell me a little bit about the parades that you saw or?

Anna Wright: Well, I guess I remember the parades when they… the Memorial Day Parade especially. I loved the Christmas Parades. But I couldn’t always go to... We used to go on the streetcar, a long, long time ago, you know. If I remember that we had parades back then, I can’t… time, I lived so long a lot of time sort of goes together. And I can’t recall when, if you know what I mean.
Liz Teston: I do. It happens to me.

Anna Wright: You’re very sweet, I hoped I’ve helped you a little bit. 

Liz Teston: You have. Thank you. 
