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Renaissance Terrace Resident: Polly Eddy
July 3rd, 2014.

Liz Teston: Polly, like I said my name is Liz. What is your full name?
Polly Eddy: Polly Jay Eddy.

Liz Teston: Are you from Knoxville?

Polly Eddy: Yes, originally.

Liz Teston: What year were you born?

Polly Eddy: June the 9th 1917.

Liz Teston: So how old are you, let’s see…in your 90’s?
Polly Eddy: 97.

Liz Teston: Wow. Where in Knoxville were you born, what part of town?

Polly Eddy: Well, I don’t what you would call it… I’m trying to think myself, it’s been so long. It was in the city of Knoxville.

Liz Teston: Did you grow up downtown?

Polly Eddy: As far as I know, it is hard to remember that far back.

Liz Teston: Do you remember Market Square?

Polly Eddy: Oh, yes.

Liz Teston: What is the first thing you remember?

Polly Eddy: I worked there.

Liz Teston: Where did you work?

Polly Eddy: In a flower shop.

Liz Teston: What was it called?

Polly Eddy: Forget the name. My memory is not very good now.

Liz Teston: It’s okay. What do you remember about the flower shop?

Polly Eddy: It was just designing. The lady would teach me and I worked in several different shops after that but I liked Market Square. The old Market Square.

Liz Teston: So do you remember the Market House?

Polly Eddy: Oh yes. I worked the shops in the Market House. All the different vendors, fish part, up in the back. Produce was right across from us. Was just interesting to be there.

Liz Teston: Why was it interesting?

Polly Eddy: I don’t know. As I said, me being this age, to look back on it and see it now, how it’s changed, it’s quite a difference.

Liz Teston: How old were you when you worked there. Were you a young woman or?

Polly Eddy: I worked there when I was in high school which is a long time ago and then I kept doing it all along until even after I was married. Go in there and help them out, not all the time.

Liz Teston: What year did you get married?

Polly Eddy: The first time, December the 19th.
Liz Teston: And the year?

Polly Eddy: 1938. I was married twice. 

Liz Teston: And the second time, when did you get married?

Polly Eddy: We were married for quite a while, I had a daughter, born in 1945, she is 70 years old now. That’s her picture. My baby.

Liz Teston: She’s beautiful.

Polly Eddy: He was killed in an automobile accident. I stayed single for two years. Went back to my parents with my daughter and met my second husband when I was working in a dress shop on Clinch Avenue. He was military, air force. We went together for almost a year and we were married in 1952. My son was born the next year, 1953. I have the two children. We traveled quite a bit. We lived in London, England twice, a total of six years. Also lived in London, Kentucky. (laughter)
Liz Teston: Very different places.

Polly Eddy: Mhmm. We lived until we transferred back to the states and he had a stroke. Al lived until, trying to think. Picture it all in my mind, but it’s hard. He had a stroke and then we had to transfer him to the, ah, can’t think of the place.
Liz Teston: A rehab center?

Polly Eddy: The one that has different places. What is the name of it? Where they took care of him.
Liz Teston: Walter Reid?

Polly Eddy: No no, different places in Knoxville? Rehab. Trying to think of the year he died, he was there for three years. Right now that’s blank, the exact time he died. I’ve been a widow for quite a while. I lived in my house well for a long time. I intended to die there but, of course, I couldn’t. I had a fall.

Liz Teston: Where was your house?

Polly Eddy: My house was in Fountain City, still there. And my car’s still there, of course it belongs to my son and daughter now. 

Liz Teston: What street was it on?

Polly Eddy: La Vista. They’re trying to sell the house now. Everything’s out. It’s hard. But…
Liz Teston: How long have you been here?

Polly Eddy: Three years, just barely. A little over three years. I think I came in June. Little past my three years. Just after my birthday in June. I like it here. They’re very nice.

Liz Teston: I agree. Your room is very nice. Sorry you couldn’t stay in your house.

Polly Eddy: Well I am too, but as I said, getting older. I was using a walker at home and I had a helper. Of course, she’s still with me. Comes five days a week and that morning, she found me in the floor and she just called the ambulance and they took me to Fort Sanders and I stayed there for a while until they moved me here. Cause my daughter lives in Massachusetts and my son lives in South Carolina so they couldn’t take me. So I’d be a nuisance then.
Liz Teston: You’ve been in Knoxville for a long time then.

Polly Eddy: From the time we were in the service. We were in the service the last time I married.

Liz Teston: So in your long time in Knoxville, do you remember Market Square being a place for lots of different types of people?
Polly Eddy: Oh yes, the farmers would come in with their produce. Cars, trucks would park on the side of the building. Very different than now.

Liz Teston: Did you have any friends that you worked with in the Market House or farmers?

Polly Eddy: No, not what you’d call friends. I just worked there… Other than that, that’s about it.

Liz Teston: What part of the Market House jumps out at you? Can you describe the inside of the building?

Polly Eddy: I believe it was brick building, I don’t know. It had several openings. It was on both sides and then you’d go up the middle aisle and they were on either side of you, different vendors, produce, another flower shop, fish market was up in the back. Meats were when you go into the Market House, mostly meats when you enter. All different types of vendors in there. I could never name ‘em all.

Liz Teston: Do you remember ever going upstairs ever?

Polly Eddy: No, not really.

Liz Teston: Or shopping in any of the shops or going to the theater? The stores that were next door to the Market House?

Polly Eddy: There was a drugstore that I used to go to in the morning before, but other than that, not too many stores there. Watson’s, yes. Basement carried use clothes. Very nice clothes cause I bought some there. Other than that I can’t remember too many stores that were on that.

Liz Teston: How would you describe Market Square now versus the way it was back then? What changes?

Polly Eddy: Well, I haven’t been there since it’s changed. I just see pictures of it on television. And it’s quite a bit of change. It’s not really Market Square to me from the older days. 

Liz Teston: How would you describe Market Square in the older days in like one sentence?

Polly Eddy: Well, I don’t know how you would describe it. It was just older like the farmers coming in but the farmers don’t come into the new Market Square. I take that back. They don’t come in cars and park. They just have their little stalls and things like that. I haven’t been up there since it’s changed. 
Liz Teston: More recently, where would you go grocery shopping if you didn’t go to Market Square anymore?
Polly Eddy: Kroger’s, Fountain City. 

Liz Teston: Before the Kroger was in Fountain City, do you remember where you would go?

Polly Eddy: No… the White store, yes. I don’t think they had others. I think it was specially owned and it was close by, right in Fountain City. And of course the Lake, they call it the duck pond but it is Fountain City Lake, to me. 

Liz Teston: So the Fountain City duck pond is the new name for it?

Polly Eddy: No, they’ve been calling it that for quite awhile but it is Fountain City Lake to me. 

Liz Teston: I like to go to Litton’s sometimes.

Polly Eddy: A lot of ducks on it, true, but I could never call it. So other than that.

Liz Teston: Did you ever have any brothers or sisters?

Polly Eddy: I had one sister and one brother. They are both deceased.

Liz Teston: Do you remember growing up with them and the things that you would do?

Polly Eddy: My sister and I were very close. I wasn’t’… My brother… he just died. 

Liz Teston: I’m sorry to hear that.

Polly Eddy: I didn’t know Joe too well and they didn’t tell me until my daughter came this summer and told me about. I didn’t know anything, that they moved everything out of the house and, of course, that they had someone come and appraise everything. Most of my close family, nephew and niece, got a large portion of my furniture and which stays in the family. 
Liz Teston: That pleases you?

Polly Eddy: Yes. Like I said, I didn’t know anything of it until my daughter and my son. I knew my brother was sick, but we had never been very close.

Liz Teston: Was he in Knoxville?

Polly Eddy: Yes, he used to live in Fountain City too but he moved to Maryville to be with his son after he got sick. I didn’t see him after that. It all hurts, how your life changes. As they say, it’s another day. Still have a friend that’s been with me for 25 years or over, that does my lawn and all of that. 

Liz Teston: What’s your friend’s name?

Polly Eddy: Greg Walden. And he calls me about everyday. They still let him keep the lawnmower and his stuff in the garage. The car’s still there. I have a Chevrolet, it’s not too old. ‘Course I didn’t drive after I had that one fall. But I drove quite a bit, did all my shopping, even living by myself and before my husband died. The house is up for sale now, and it will be divided between the two of them.

Liz Teston: As your talking about your family and changes in your life, it strikes me that we’re recording. Is there anything you’d like to say about your life in general that you want people to know?
Polly Eddy: Not really, you know you have to go on living after everything that’s happened and I like it here. They’ve been so nice to me. Maybe one or two have been… But you have that everywhere I think. Other than that as I said, I don’t have a very good view. That’s the reason I keep my drapes closed.

Liz Teston: They are very pretty curtains though.

Polly Eddy: Then if we have sun, it bothers my eyes. That’s about all that I can think of. 
Liz Teston: It’s been a pleasure talking to you.

Polly Eddy: Well, I didn’t think I could do it and it hurts still but you don’t realize what’s going to happen in your life until it happens and you have to take it. I’ve had a runny nose… little bloody nose this morning.

Liz Teston: Happens when it’s dry.

Polly Eddy: Well I have a humidifier, but it bothers me.

Liz Teston: If there are any last things you want to say?

Polly Eddy: No, not that I know of.
