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Renaissance Terrace Resident: Jack Zachary
July 3rd, 2014

Liz Teston: You said your name was Jack?

Jack Zachary: Jack Zachary

Liz Teston: Jack Zachary and where were you born?

Jack Zachary: Corryton

Liz Teston: And where is that in relation to Knoxville.

Jack Zachary: Over in East Knoxville, about 18 miles out. Born and raised
Liz Teston: When were you born?

Jack Zachary: March 10th 1931.

Liz Teston: Like we were saying a minute ago, I am talking about Knoxville and its architectural history, particularly Market Square. As somebody that was born and raised in Corryton, did you ever come into Knoxville to go to Market Square?

Jack Zachary: Oh yeah, I remember a hot dog, the first time I went there. I think I was about nine years old in Market Square. 

Liz Teston: Was it in the Market House?

Jack Zachary: Yes.

Liz Teston: Was it your first hot dog?

Jack Zachary: It probably was, yeah. (laughter) Didn’t get to town very often.

Liz Teston: So what was Corryton like back then?

Jack Zachary: Farm community, little wide spot in the road.

Liz Teston: Did you grow up on a farm?

Jack Zachary: Yes.

Liz Teston: So what would bring you all down to Knoxville and Market Square? Were y’all selling milk or would you just shop? 
Jack Zachary: No. Shop.s
Liz Teston: What kind of stuff were you looking for? 

Jack Zachary: Not sure I remember.

(Short Interruption)

Liz Teston: You would come into Knoxville from Corryton, what do you remember of the Market House or Market Square?

Jack Zachary: It was a place to go eat. We never did sell anything. Might buy some flowers. 

Liz Teston: You said you would come into town a little bit more as you got older? Were you a young adult?

Jack Zachary: Early teens.

Liz Teston: What were you up to then?

Jack Zachary: Whatever I could get into. I don’t do much.

Liz Teston: So going out with your friends or? You remember what you would do?

Jack Zachary: No.

Liz Teston: Later in life did you still live in Corryton?

Jack Zachary: Yes, all my life until I got married, then I moved right next to Carter High School. A condo.

Liz Teston: Where is Carter High School located?

Jack Zachary: East Knoxville, I guess. What highway is that? I can’t tell you the highway. 

Liz Teston: Asheville Highway?

Jack Zachary: Yeah, Asheville Highway.

Liz Teston: What did you do for a living?

Jack Zachary: I was a dairy farmer. Then went to work for a Rohm and Haas company.

Liz Teston: What do they do?

Jack Zachary: A chemical company, chemicals mostly but I worked in the Plexiglas department. 

Liz Teston: And it was made? You worked in a factory?

Jack Zachary: Yeah, a big factory. Don’t even remember the name of the street now. It’s still in Knoxville. 

Liz Teston: Were you the one who physically made the Plexiglas or were you in some kind of supervisor position?

Jack Zachary: I was in the labor position. I sawed all the pieces.
Liz Teston: So you would saw the pieces of Plexi?

Jack Zachary: Yes. 

Liz Teston: How do you make Plexiglas? 

Jack Zachary: I don’t know. 

Liz Teston: Would they fabricate it there?

Jack Zachary: Yeah, they would combine, cook it, throw it in the oven. It is made in big sheets of plexiglass. 

Liz Teston: So you did that for a long time?

Jack Zachary: Yep, 27 years. 

Liz Teston: Did you work anywhere after that or did you retire?
Jack Zachary: I retired. 

Liz Teston: Sounds like a fun job.

Jack Zachary: Yep, pretty good job, paid good. 

Liz Teston: And you have a family?

Jack Zachary: No. My wife passed away about two years ago.

Liz Teston: Sorry to hear that. Do you have any other thoughts that you would like to share about Market Square or downtown Knoxville?

Jack Zachary: No, can’t think of any.

Liz Teston: Okay, thanks Jack. Appreciate it. 

