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Shannondale Resident- July 30th 2014

Coleen O'Leary: Let me make sure that this works. Oh yeah, I think that's working. Alright.
Mary Louise Howard: Now?

CO: Now. I'm ready. Going to hold it a little closer. Just in case. Sorry. To catch Liz up when she listens to this. Liz is my professor and I'm her assistant and so we've been studying the history of Market Square and Market House. Already told you this but just want to tell it to her. Can you say your name again for the microphone. 

MLH: Mary Louise Howard.

CO: Alright. Perfect. We were just talking and you just said you were originally from Knoxville. You live in Strawberry Plains?

MLH: Uh, lived in Vestal, as in Knoxville until I was thirteen. Then I moved to Strawberry Plains. 

CO: Then you moved to Strawberry Plains. Okay. Alright. What was your first memory of Market Square?

MLH: I don't remember how old I was. I guess, probably about 15.
 

CO: Did you just got there? With family?

MLH: Yeah, no it was earlier then that I guess cause I used to go to the Mickey Mouse club at the Tennessee Theater. That's been a long, long time ago. 

CO: (laughter) That's fun. 

MLH: Probably, guess about 10. 

CO: So who all did you go with when you went?

MLH: Who? Where did I go?

CO: Who did you go with?

MLH: I went by myself. 

CO: By yourself at 10 years old? Wow.

MLH: The bus or streetcar, I can take. It'd turn around at the end of my street. I'd go down and catch the streetcar and go uptown. 

CO: Wow, that's impressive. 

MLH: And I'd go by myself. 

CO: People don't do that anymore, when they're 10. 

MLH: No (laughter)

CO: (laughter)

MLH: That's the only place I went. To the Mickey Mouse club, then I'd go back home.

CO: So do you remember the Market House? 

MLH: Yeah. 

CO: Do you remember, what it was like?

MLH: Yeah, uh, they sold, uh, a lot of vegetables in Market Square and I know, one place that'd we used to go eat when I worked at Paul Meades and we'd get off at lunch sometimes and we'd go up to Lyle's, get a chicken salad sandwich and it was really good. That's where we always went when we got off at lunch.
 

CO: Mhmm. 

MLH: It was a nice place. Had a lot of vegetables outside. And when they tore down the Market, the building, people still went up on Market Square. People would go and sell their things in the summer time. Vegetables.

CO: Didn't they have concrete little booths for a while or the Market now?

MLH: I don't know if they did or not. It was after I moved to Strawberry Plain's that they tore the Market Square down. [tore down Market House] I don't know. I didn't go down there very often, not after I moved to Strawberry Plain's. We'd go every 2-3 weeks to town. They had Kress', McClellan's I believe.

CO: What was that?

MLH: McClellan's, they called it 10 cent store. But they had a lot of things in there. 

CO: So what about Market Square impressed you the most or was the most exciting I guess?

MLH: What about Market Square... 

CO: Impressed you the most? What did you like about it most?

MLH: I guess, because they had a place to eat. 

CO: (laughter) That's why I would like it.

MLH: I guess it's about as good of an answer as I could get.

CO: So you said you would just go there to get lunch. You worked downtown?

MLH:  worked at Palm Beach on Baxter Avenue. 

CO: And what was that? What was Palm Beach?

MLH: We made men's suits and sport coats. We had an army order at one time but I don't remember what year it was. We had an army order. Me and my mother, and my mother-in-law, and brother-in-law and sister-in-law and their son and daughter-in-law worked there. 

CO: Oh wow. 

MLH: It was a good place to work when I first went to work down there but different bosses came to work, they would pass away or retire. The first boss that I had, he was really nice. Mr. Stephenson. I think he passed away. Then Mr. Sharentena, he was the next boss. When he retired, the man that we had then, he joined the good boss like Joe or Mr. Sharentena. Like Mr. Stephenson. But it was a good place to work.
 

CO: How long did you work there? 

MLH: Uh, I think I worked about 30 years. 

CO: So you have a pretty long memory of the Market House and Market Square? 

MLH: Uh yeah.

CO: So you've been going there to lunch for a while?

MLH: The building is still there but I think they sent it over seas after I retired. The girl that works in the office here, used to work in the same section that I worked in.

CO: Oh really? At the Palm Beach? 

MLH: Diane, I don't know what her last name is. But her name is Diane and she works at the office here. 

CO: Oh wow. I'll have to talk to her. 

MLH: And another woman that worked in my section, she was on my floor but she passed away. I think it's been almost a year. 

CO: I'm looking through notes and stuff. Is there any other building in the Market Square area that was significant besides Tennessee Theater and Palm Beach, where you worked? 

MLH: Watson's, that was on Market Square.

CO: Watson's. 

W-A-T-S-O-N-S

CO: Okay, and what was that? 

MLH: They had clothing. Lady, I worked with, her husband was the boss up there. 

CO: So you'd go there a lot? 

MLH: It's a lot different now. I don't even know what they've got up there. 

CO: It's a lot different. When was the last time you went?

MLH: Oh I don't know. Randy Tyree was mayor the last time I was up there. They had something. Been so long, I forgot. But I know, he was a friend of my daughter's. I went up there and he spoke up on Market Square. 

CO: Yeah, to campaign.

MLH: Yeah. When he was running for mayor. He was a mayor for one year, but I don't know if he won that year or not. He may have.

CO: It was one of the time's he was running?

MLH: Long time ago, may have been 10 or 12 years ago or maybe more. 

CO: So you have a daughter. 

MLH: I had a daughter, she passed away.

CO: I'm sorry. 

MLH: She was a state trooper. 

CO: Oh really? That's really cool. 

MLH: My granddaughter, was a firefighter for several years. I have grandson. My daughter and granddaughter, are both passed away. And I have a grandson, he works for the county. He's a police officer. 

CO: So he's still here?

MLH: Mhmm.

CO: Alright. So everyone kind of stayed in Knoxville?

MLH: Yeah.

CO: That's nice.

MLH: He's been. When he first got out of the army, it's the only job he's ever had. 

CO: What does he do for the county?

MLH: He's been there, close to 15 years I guess. Could be longer now. I was blessed, what you call it. By her being a trooper and my granddaughter being a firefighter and him working for the county. 

CO: So, let's see, did you ever buy anything at the Market House, besides the sandwiches?

MLH: On Market Square?

CO: Market Square, mhmm. 

MLH: Yeah. I don't remember what but I know we bought stuff at stores up there. 

CO: Did you get vegetables up there? 

MLH: I think we did a few times.

CO: Do you remember getting anything that was different, considered exotic. Something you wouldn't necessarily get in Tennessee?

MLH: No. I don't remember. It's been so long since they've had it. I mean I guess they still have it now. Haven't been up there since Randy was running for mayor. 

CO: You said you remember when they tore the Market House down?

MLH: I remember them tearing it down but I don't remember what year it was. 

CO: Do you remember how people reacted to it? Were they upset about it or? About it being torn down? 

MLH: No, I don't remember anything about it. Except that they tore it down. I don't know if they still do or not but I think trucks used to still go up there in Market Square. You know when they can get it in there.

CO: What used to go in Market Square?

MLH: What did they do?

CO: No, did you just say something went on Market Square?

MLH: I said I think they still, I don't know if they do now or not but last time I was up there the trucks used to come up there and sell stuff. 

CO: They still have a farmer's market on Wednesday's so today and Saturday's. They have a farmer's market in the square. 

MLH: I don't know if they had a certain day that they came or not. 

CO: I think it's pretty recent, they way they just started doing it now. Just in the past couple years or so. 

MLH: It's been so long since I've even been up town, it's been oh, I don't know close to fifteen years since I've been up there. 

CO: Yeah, I'm sure it's really different. 

MLH: I'm old and I forget. (laughter)

CO: (laughter)

MLH: You forget what you do. When you went up there and shopped at the stores, it's been so long since I've been up there that I don't remember. 

CO: How old are you?

MLH: 85. 

CO: We've been interviewing people all over. Had people in their mid-90s, and people in the 80s so it's interesting.

MLH: The lady that I talked to, her son and daughter-in-law sometimes brings us Bojangle's Chicken, I'd say talk to her. I'd talk to her and try to cheer her up. I wanna help her. She's real sweet. She'll be 94. Tomorrow the first? 

CO: Two days, it'll be the first in two days.

MLH: She'll be 94. I believe she's the first day of August. She tickles me sometimes. Her son works at Oak Ridge and her daughter-in-law comes down here and she tries to keep her from eating potato chips and stuff like that, one day she said I think I'll go get me a drink out of that machine. I said how about some ice water. She said, I just need something my throat's dry.  I went in there and got her a glass with some ice. She was satisfied. Now her daughter-in-law don't like her to drink soft-drinks, potato chips but I think she still does. (laughter)

CO: (laughter) You're not the one keeping up with her. 

MLH: No. No, I don't like to tell her what to do or what not to do, it's none of my business, if she wants to get a drink out of the machine, I say ice water will do alright. She says, yeah just need something to drink. 

CO: Yeah, steer in the right direction. 

MLH: Not trying to make her think I'm trying to boss her. 

CO: Gotta be delicate.

MLH: Yeah, she's real sweet. 

CO: Well is there anything else that you wanted to say about Market Square or downtown that you remember? Or Knoxville in general?

MLH: There was a S&W Cafeteria, it was closed down for a while, but I think it's opened back up. 

CO: I don't know if it's opened back up but a lot of people have been talking about the S&W as a place to go eat. 

MLH: I've got a cousin that lives in Herman, his daddy was a sheriff for Roan County for several years. It was back when they could run as much as they wanted to. It's not like it is today. I don't think they can but anyway. When he was little, my aunt would bring him to Knoxville. He would drink, it would be when he was still on the bottle and he'd go down Gay Street with that bottle of buttermilk in his back pocket. I can still see him now, walking down Gay Street. 

CO: That's funny. 

MLH: She'd been married twenty years when she had him. I mean, he told her what to do. But I'll never forget him walking down Gay Street with that bottle of milk. 

CO: That's a good memory. I love going down there now cause I don't get to be around like dogs or little kids that much cause I'm in college. So it's nice going down there with all the little kids, there's a fountain now and all the little kids come and play in the fountain and there are dogs everywhere. I love it. 

MLH: It's a lot different now then it used to be. With all the stores down there, used to be better.

CO: They kept a lot, I think the buildings that were on the sides of the Market House, those are all still there. There original, they have different stores and restaurants in them now. 

MLH: It's been a long time. I've been here, going on five years. I'm diabetic, I couldn't see how to draw my insulin. I had to come somewhere where they could take care of my insulin. So I thought I'd better come down here.

CO: Do you like it here? 

MLH: Yeah, Yeah, I do. I like it. Nurses here, they're real good. There's one girl I have, on the first, 7-3. Anyway it's a black girl and I say she's my adoptive granddaughter. She's got a little girl. It's her first year in school. Must've been three-four weeks ago, she called me Granny. She's just a cute little girl. 

CO: That's fun. 

MLH: Yeah, made a lot of friends since I've been here.

CO: That's good. 

MLH: They've church on Sunday.  I like that.

CO: Is it in here or? 

MLH: No it's on the fifth floor. 

CO: Is there a big chapel?

MLH: Yes, it's in the dining room. 

CO: That's good. I actually go to church right down the road at Fellowship with the green roof, don't know if you've seen it. It's like right there. 

MLH: Oh.

CO: There's a big church and that's where I've been going. 

We have two chaplains that come here. Renee is one of them. And then there is Rodney. He's not been here as long as Renee has. We had another woman here but she quit. She didn't stay long. Rodney, he came after she retired. 

CO: And you like him?

MLH: Yeah.

CO: That's good. 

MLH: I don't believe in women chaplains but...

CO: She changed your mind?

MLH: Yeah, the chaplain, she's real sweet. 

CO: Alright. 

MLH: Can't keep from liking her. She's real sweet. Kress' used to be up there on Gay Street. I don't think it's up there now.

CO: What's it called?

MLH: Kress'

CO: I think someone else talked about it before. 

MLH: They called it 10 cent store. I don't believe it's up there now. It's changed a lot, Miller's used to be up their on Gay Street and they moved. Woodruff's was up there for years. 

CO: They've got the sign still there for Woodruff's.

MLH: But it's not up there anymore?

CO: It's not. They just kept the sign. 

MLH: There used to be a Walgreen's up there. I don't know if it's still up there. 
CO: Downtown? No. There was one on Cumberland.

MLH: East Knoxville and one on Chapman Highway, I believe.

CO: Yeah. I used to go there to get all of my shampoo and conditioner. 

MLH: It's been so long since I've been up there, I don't even know what they do have. 

CO: I work downtown.

MLH: Oh do you?

CO: Yeah, I work at an architecture firm on Clinch Avenue. I really like it. It's nice down there. 

MLH: They charge down there to park?

CO: Yeah, pretty much, unless you go down on the weekends or at night, it is free. Yeah, always have to pay, so annoying.

MLH: I guess it's changed a lot from what it used to be. I used to ride a greyhound bus and go to church or the town on Saturday. Kress' had a place you could go eat downstairs, I used to go in there and get shrimp, shrimp was real good. 

CO: I think we actually talked to somebody who worked there. If I remember. 

MLH: I don't think of anything else I can tell you about. It's been so long since I've been up there. 

CO: Yeah, that's alright. This was helpful. 

MLH: I hope I was. Melissa told me or asked me to talk to you and I forgot about it. I went downstairs and I just came from down there. Some girl down there does nutrition and that's where I got the insulin. Then she said, do you care to go talk to that girl and I said what girl? She said that girl you said you'd talked to. I said I don't care. (laughter)

CO: You say, guess. (laughter)

MLH: Said I would so I guess I have to. 

CO: Well I'm glad you could. 

MLH: Hope I helped you a little bit.

CO: Yeah, you did. 

MLH: As many stores as there are, I can't remember them all or it's been so long.

CO: I can't even remember all the ones that are there now. There's still a lot.

MLH: There used to be a jewelry store. Up there. But I forgot what the name of them were. 

CO: Hmm. On Gay Street or off of Market Square?

MLH: I don't believe there were any jewelry stores on Market Square. Believe they were mostly on Gay Street. We used to get off from work at lunch and sometimes we'd walk up town. We'd go to Lyle's and eat. They had little buns. About that big of a square. They had chicken salad. That's the one, we'd always get, when we'd go up there and eat. But it was in that house, in Market Square.

CO: The Market House?

MLH: Yes. That's where'd we go and eat. We see all kinds of vegetables. Everything. People would bring their vegetables in the summer time. But I don't remember the other places that they had in there. Been so long. I forget about it sometimes. 

CO: Did you ever go upstairs at the Market House? 

MLH: I think I went up there one time. They used to have square dancing up there, I believe. I had a cousin that used to go up there but I never did. Daddy would never let me dance. (laughter)

CO: (laughter) Your cousin went square dancing?

MLH: No, I never did.

CO: But your cousin.

MLH: Yeah, my cousin did. 

CO: How often?

MLH: Every week I guess. Or whenever they had it. My aunt let them do anything they wanted to but Daddy wouldn't let me do stuff like that. 

CO: What did your parents do?

MLH: My parents? When they got married they worked at a mill. I don't think my mother worked after that, after I was born. Daddy worked... he was a mechanic, he fixed cars. He had a garage, in Bristol. 

CO: Did you have brothers and sisters?

MLH: I had one sister. I had one that died when she was fifteen months old. I don't remember her. I had another sister, I was nine when she was born. 

CO: Oh wow. That's a big age difference. 
MLH: She passed away in '89 I believe it was. She had a son and a daughter. She had one baby that was born dead. She was diabetic and her sugar was high. It caused her baby to die. She had a son and a daughter and her son is a preacher. And her niece is on dialysis now. Her kidney's quit functioning, she was, in 1906, I believe. My nephew took guardian ship of her daughter who was in grammar school, his name is Dino and she couldn't say Uncle Dino. She could say Uncle Dom and she still calls him Uncle Dom. She's twenty-one year's old and she calls me Grandma. Me and my husband kept her when she was a baby. We took her to lunch, Creek Baptist Church. They called us Grandma and Papaw to her. She called him Grandpa and me Papaw. But she's a good kid. never caused any trouble. It's still been all these years. She's 21 years old and still call me Grandma. 

CO: Does she live in Knoxville?

MLH: Yeah. She's as sweet as she can be. She still lives with my nephew. Her mother's almost died two or three times. 

CO: Oh wow. 

MLH: But she's doing real good now. She did live in Sevier County and then she got this house on Asheville Highway and she moved down there and it's closer to her daughter and her brother. She's real satisfied there. She's doing real good. 

CO: That's good.

MLH: I'm just thankful that she is doing good cause we've almost lost her two-three times. 

CO: Wow.

MLH: She's been real bad. But she's doing good now. 

CO: That's good.

MLH: Yeah, I'm really proud of her. She'll call me saying Grandma and I'll say what Bethany, and she'll tell me something. He's the pastor of the John Sevier Baptist Church it's on Old Rutledge Pike and some people from the church went on a mission trip to Savannah Georgia, they were doing things to people's houses. I guess for older people. They'd really done a good job. 

CO: That's good. I went to Pittsburgh in 2010 to do something like that. It was nice. 

MLH: He was pastor of Galilee Baptist Church several years ago. They went, not sure where they went on this mission trip but they painted houses and done stuff like that. That were gone a week and done stuff like that. I guess that's all the news I have. 

CO: All you got? Okay. 

MLH: Yeah. 
