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Atria Weston Place Resident: Ruth Porter Martin
August 13th, 2014

Liz Teston: Let me start with this.

Ruth Martin: Okay.

LT: My name is Liz and I am doing the oral history project that we just talked about and I'm recording everybody to create an archive of the built environment. So do you mind if I record our conversation?

RM: No, not at all.

LT: Okay. Could you start with your name, your birthdate and where you were born.

RM: I'm Ruth Martin, born in uh, we can start this over again. What are you looking for? The date?

LT: Sure. The date, the year.

RM: Of birth? 21.

LT: Okay, got it. You mentioned before, you weren't born in Knoxville, right?

RM: No, we came, because of my husband's opportunity to work for TVA. And so…
LT: Where were you from originally?

RM: Well, originally from Texas. Then I went to school in Overland, Ohio, then married an Overlanian and we had begun. He had his first law jobs.

LT: Then he came to Knoxville to work for TVA?

RM: Yeah… right, right.
LT: So I was trying to pinpoint the year in which you might have arrived in Knoxville. Approximately.

RM: Because when we first got there, there was a building in Market Square. 

LT: The TVA office building?

RM: I thought you were...

LT: Are you talking about the Market House or the TVA?

RM: Talking about the Market House. You could go in there and there would be a little shop for sewing supplies. Or you could move around and buy other things at other places and then this fire occurred and we recognized that we wouldn't be buying things anymore there. This is rather staggering that I remember so little of this to tell you clearly. It bothers me what a siv my mind has become.

LT: I'm sorry to hear that. Do you want to stop talking about it?

RM: No, no, lets see what we can do with this. What do I hear?

LT: There was some music in the hallway and someone walking by. Well when you moved to Knoxville, what part of town did you live in?

RM: North Hills, in fact I got the feeling that was where the newcomers started life into Knoxville, was to go to North Hills.

LT: Because all of your neighbors were from somewhere else?

RM: Yeah, that's the way it seemed. I had little kids.

LT: How many children?

RM: At that time three I think. And there was this little road, can't think of the name of it, that we were on. What was like a, you let the children play right out into the street. Seemed that there wasn't enough traffic to worry about.

LT: Sounds great.

RM: This street was just where we, yeah, so from what does that follow.

LT: So you mentioned that the Market House was torn down, burnt down later. Where did you do your shopping after, maybe in the 60s and 70s?

RM: Well of course, the Market House had been simple, but it was not the only thing, it was not where you did buy everything and Market Square remained. Does that answer any question? I'm not sure it does.

LT: It's fine. Or we could…

RM: What is your little heads?

LT: (laughter) This is my son, Elliot, and he is looking at a monkey at the Zoo. 

RM: Oh I see. Very good very cute. 

LT: His fourth birthday is on Saturday. Well...

RM: Let's see if we can find some other stuff.

LT: People have talked about Miller's department store.

RM: Yes, that was just the big deal when you got here. And then there was Miller's, what did the people tell you, Miller’s… something.

LT: Annex?

RM: No. It was called, Miller's something.

LT: It changed names over the years?
RM: Mhm. Miller's, well.

LT: I'd have to research that, haven't studied that too much. 

RM: What are we really trying to get at here?

LT: I was just interested in understanding people's experience based memories of downtown and Market Square. I can read in a book about facts, but I would like to understand what people remember of there own experiences. So anything you have to offer along those lines. If that's everything you can think of, that's fine too. 

RM: We had a break here in the middle where I completely forgot everything. 

LT: I have people that have talked about their homes or where they worked or UT's campus, downtown. So the conversations have started at Market Square but sometimes they filter out to other areas.

RM: Seem to remember dropping from my car, dropping my husband there so he could work or whatever. Of course his job at the new Sprankle building. Have they spoken of that?

LT: I've heard about it, you can tell me more about it, if you'd like. 

RM: New Sprankle was an existing office building down there and TVA took a lot of it over and used it for their TVA offices. 

LT: So you all had one car and you would drop him off at work?

RM: Yes, you are quite right. There is either a period or economic group that we didn't dream of having more than one car. That would have seemed outlandish to me and to us. You had one car and you made what you should put of it. That was that the wife would drop off the husband which meant that he would provide his transportation in and then she had the car for the day which provided her all the children, taking the children to daycare or whatever and all of that. And then picking him up again so you didn't, oh gosh, I remember some bitter times because I was very slow about getting him picked up. It was hard for me to get in the habit of thinking of that as very important.

LT: But also with the kids it was hard to get up and go.

RM: Yeah, I was thinking that he could wait. And he waited there down by, there at the… that was the building that TVA took over and as I say, I thought it was okay for him to wait there. He got real hot about it finally. He finally got so disgusted with waiting that he left one day after we had arranged that I would be coming back. He just got mad and left and went. Anyway that wasn't in the cards.

LT: So you had to wait for him to come back?

RM: Yeah, I drove to, it was not good.

LT: I carpooled with my husband for sometime too.

RM: Oh really?

LT: Pre-Cellphone.

RM: Oh yes, yes.

LT: It's a challenge to always time it perfectly. 

RM: Yeah.

LT: He would leave work before I would leave work and he would pick me up from my office but I always had one more thing to do before I left and I would push it. 

RM: Yep.

LT: A little bit too long sometimes. So we're like minds.

RM: I understand perfectly. 

LT: Then finally, we got another car. 

RM: After a few frosty moments.

LT: Yeah.

